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of course, was tattered and torn, the kittel which his grandfather used to pray
for dew on Pesach. He endured so much more, and his kittel wore out until hardly
anything was left of it at all. He endured Pesach in Bergen Belsen where he

was able, with G-d's help, to make a little seder, where even then the children
had not been completely separated from the parents and the wives from the children
because it was supposed to be a transit camp. He managed still to say some

words of hope and encouragement. He was now in the Genashka work camp. He

was roused from his bed at 2:00 in the morming. They had just gone to bed and
they had to get up at 6:00 a.m., and the cries of the Ukranian guards were ringing
out, "Run to the vacant lot. Anyone who does not vacate this barracks in two
minutes will be shot." They ran for their lives.with shots ringing all around
them. They came to the vacant lot and what did they see before them? Two huge
pits. It would have been better if they had stayed in the barracks, they thought.
Then they were told by these sadistic guards with their German officers that

they were going to be given a choice. They could jump over the pit and if they
landed on the other side they would live but if they landed in the pit they

would be machine gunned to death. Rev Israel Spira had a good friend, a free
thinker. They had many wonderful discussions together. The free thinker looked
at Rabbi Tsrael Spira and said, "Let's give up. It's all over for us," and

Rabbi Israel Spira said, "Why should we give them the satisfaction of giving

up? While we have greath, let us try to jump. If we make it we live and we
defeat them. If G-d wills that we die then let us die a moment later. Let's
jump first. Let's not give them the satisfaction of killing us a moment too
soon." They decided they would hold hands and jump over the pit. He was a

53 year old man, emanciated with swollen legs, with lacerated ankles who was
going to jump over a pit holding onto the hand of another 50 year old man, also
emaciated with swollen legs. They took a running start and they jumped and

they made it. The free thinker looked at Rabbi Israel Spira and said, "How
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did you make it?" He replied, "I made it because I was hanging onto the coattails
of my father and grandfather and great-grandfather. They gave me the courage

' He remembered how

never to give up, to persevere, to overcome all problems.'
his grandfather prayed for dew. Then he turned to his free thinker friend and
he said, "How did you make it?" He said, "I made it because I was holding onto

you."

My friends, in life we all suffer problems. Thank G-d, we do not suffer the
problems of the Holocaust. Thank G-d, we do not suffer those terrible problems,
but there are problems, problems with children, problems with business, problems
with spouses, problems with health, yet we should all perservere. We should

never give up. We know that we have hidden allies in this fight to overcoe

our problems. They are the warm atmosphere in our hearts that was left to us

by our parents, our grandparents, our relatives, and our friends. The Jewish
people will survive. They will always survive as long as we have these wonderful
beautiful memories. They will sustain us even in the hottest times of persecution
and of turmoil, anxiety and trouble. May we always treasure these memories,

and may they always give us the strength to overcome all problems so the Maschiach

will come quickly and in our day. Amen.
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In a short while we will say yizkor. We will remember those who have gone on
before us. We will remember those who have stirred in our hearts deep memories
They are still molding and shaping us and they have passed on, but in our hearts
and in our memories they are very much with us. We remember them on this holiday
of Pesach. On Pesach we not only have a seder but on Pesach we also pray for
dew. Why should it be that on Pesach we should pray for dew? It is true that

in Israel it rains for only approximately six months of the year, from about

the middle of October until about the end of March. These rains must come otherwise
;in the summer months when it does not rain at all there will be no vegetation.
Nothing will be able to grow. In the summer months what sustains the plants

that have been watered by the rains of the winter is the dew. The dew comes

and gives us sustenance. Without this dew everything would wither and disappear.
The dew is not enough to cause the initial growth but the dew can maintain it.
The dew can make sure that it perseveres until the rains come in the succeeding
fall. Why do we pray for dew on Pesach? Why don't we pray for dew on the first
of Nisan? After all, it would probably be better to pray for dew then because
then the rains, we hope, would stop so the pilgrims could come to Jerusalem

to celebrate Pesach easier. Or why don't we pray for it at the end of Nisan,

at the beginning of Iyar? Perhaps it would be inconvenient for the pilgrims

to come on Pesach but Israel needs the rain, and even in the middle of Pesach
this year it rained a lot in Israel. Thank G-d it did because Israel is very
short of rainfall this year. I understand that those rains on the Sunday of
Pesach raised the level of the Keneret three inches. The level of the Keneret
has to be raised another nine inches. Perhaps there will still be more rain,

but let us pray for dew then at the beginning of Iyar. Why do we pray for it

during Pesach?

What's more, we all know that on the last days of Pesach, in fact, except for

the first two days of Pesach we do not say the full Hallel. We only say part
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Hallel. The reason for this was that many innocent Egyptians were killed during
the plagues and at the Red Sea. Not all of them were evil or bad. They had

bad government, bad leadership. Many of them followed this leadership willingly
so many of them deserved the punishments they received, but many of them were
innocent. G-d said to His angels, "How can you sing when My creatures are being
killed?" Therefore, we do not say the full Hallel. We leave out two paragraphs,
but why do we leave out these two paragraphs? Why don't we leave out other
paragraphs? It is true the Hallel should be abridged but why do we leave out
the paragraphs which talk about, "Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us but to Thy
name be glory. O G-d Who is in the heaven, Who has done whatever He pleases,
their idols are silver or gold. Israel, trust in the Lord. He is their help
and their shield." That is onme psalm, an abridged version of it, of course.
Then the other one we leave out is, "I love it that the Lord hears my voice

and my supplications. When I call in the name of the Lord I beseech, O Lord,
deliver my life. I shall walk before the Lord in the land of the living. I
have faith even when I say I am greatly afflicted." Why do we leave that psalm
out, again abridged for the purposes of this sermon? Why don't we say these

two psalms? Why do we leave them out?

What's more, at the seder we do not kick out the evil son. We allow the evil
son to sit at the seder even though he has mocked us, even though he makes fun
of what we are doing, yet, although we give him a blunt answer, and even though
the Haggadah says you blunt his teeth by telling him if he had been in Egypt

he would not have been redeemed, yet, you still sit with him. You say because
of the matzah and maror and korban pesach G-d took me out of Egypt. We explain
all these things to him. We do not kick him out of the seder. We leave him
there and he stays and he asks more questions. He is a full participant in

the seder. Why do we say, "Since you mock us, since you insulted us and made

fun of us you should not be at our seder"? But we do not say that. We say
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that he is allowed to stay.

If we look carefully at what dew is perhaps we can understand the answers to

all these questions. Dew occurs when an object is colder than the environment

in which it is found. For example, if any of you have taken a glass filled

with ice and put pepsi in it you will notice that the glass becomes a little

moist because the glass is colder than its enviromment. The environment is

warmer than the glass so moisture condenses on the glass. The same thing is

true in the desert climate of Israel. Things cool down a lot faster than the
atmosphere, and because they cool down faster dew forms around them, that it

is the purpose of the dew to create a warm atmosphere which brings out the moisture
which sustains the life of all the plants and of all those things that grow

in Israel during the terrible hot summer months. We all know that life is filled
with many problems. We do not know what problems will hit us next. Life is
filled with so many unexpected things. In life we never go in a straight line.
Life is not just one success and one triumph after another. There are all sorts
of problems that we encounter in life, some more severe than others. There

is the unexpected financial reverse, problems with children, problems with in-
laws, health problems, unexpected deaths, G-d, forbid, unexpected divorces,
problems with institutions and governments and wars and repressions and recessions
and things beyond our control. Life is never straight forward. Where is it

that we get the strength to overcome all these problems? We get the strength

from the warm atmosphere that surrounds us, by remembering how our parents lived,
how they faced all their problems with strength and courage and equanimity.so

we, too, learn how to face our problems. How many times have people come to

me and told me, "Oh, I remember how my father handled this problem," or, "My
mother used to handle that problem this way. The lessons my parents have taught
me have endured throughout years. When I do business I remember how my father

used to estimate what this would cost, and I remember how my parents used to
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meet this crisis or that crisis.'" It is the warmth that they have, it is the
warmth in our hearts, the feeling in our hearts which allows us to overcome

many of the problems that overcome us periodically. This is what gives us strength
to face life. When we remember the Shabbos candles, remember the smell of the
cooking of yontif it will bring back a whole flood of memories which gives us

the strength and courage to face all the problems that we have to endure throughout

life.

Why is it that during the Hallel we leave out these two paragraphs? Because
these two paragraphs in a way are devisive. These two paragraphs only speak
about I, I, I. The first one talks about the house of Israel and the house
of Aaron. The second paragraph speaks about I, I, I. Facing our problems is
difficult. We cannot do it. We need to have the love and care and concern
not only of those with us but also of those who are gone beyond, those whose

love still envelopes us even though they are no.longer here with us.

That is, too, why we do not kick out the evil son. The evil son, of course,

is not the worst son. The worst son is the one who does not come to the seder
at all. After all, the evil son still wants to be part of the seder. He still
wants to be part of the Jewish people even if he is mocking it, even though

he is mocking our religion, but, yet, he wants to be part of the Jewish people.
Yes, we dispute his smart aleck questions. Yes, we give him a sharp answer,

but we do not kick him out. He is still part of us. He is still wanting to

be one with us. Yes, he is still part of us. The love that envelopes us should
also envelope also our whole family and not just our family. It should envelope
the whole community as well. Unfortunately, there are many people who are only
selfish, who are only concerned about the I, I, I, and then they find they do
not have any strength really to overcome their problems. There are others who

are very selfish, too. They are only concerned about themselves and their children
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and they will destroy institutions and they will destroy morality in business

and in everything else in order that their children should have a favorable
position. That, unfortunately, is the bane of many institutions in Ameirca

and in many businesses, too. People do not do what is right. They do not envelope

everyone in love. They are not interested in including everybody. They have
favorites among their children, but we must include everyone in this atmosphere
of love and care and concern. If we do then institutions will grow and thrive.
We cannot have they and us; it has to be we. 1In a family, too, there cannot

be they and us; it has to be we. This love and care and concern must extend
from the family and from the institution and from a country until it eventually
encompasses the whole world. I do not understand how President Bush could have
done what he did to the Kurds and to the Shiites, to really egg them on and
encourage them to revolt, even to sign the CIA finding, and then to desert them
in their hour of need. This is a stain on the American conscience which will
last a long time. We must envelope everyone eventually in this atmosphere of
love and care and concern. We must start with our family and on the seder night

we start with our family.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Rebbe Israel Spira, who as a young
man went to visit his grandfather. His grandfather showed him a beautiful kittel
that was from his own grandfather, who was a grandson of the Baal Shem Tov.

It was a beautiful snow white kittel that his grandfather used to use every
Pesach when he would pray for dew before the Omen. He would wear this, and

he gave it to his grandson, Rebbe Israel Spira. How he loved that white kittel.
Rabbi Israel Spira would wear it all the time on important Jewish occasions.

He wore it for the seder meal and he wore it when he davened before the Omen

for the dew and he wore it on Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur. This was something

special to him because it was a symbol of hope. It was a symbol that the Jewish
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people could overcome all problems, that just as the dew kept the plants and
vegetation and, in fact, the whole country alive in the searing heat of the
sun when things would normally die, so this garment, too, was a symbol to Rav

Israel Spira that the Jewish people would live and would continue to live and

would not die no matter what the problems.

Unfortunately, when the Nazis came into Poland they captured him and they sent
him to work camps and eventually to Bergen Belsen. Once when he was in Lavav
they took him to the Shtebrinker bath house. Everyone knew what happened when
a Jew went to the bath house. He was told to disrobe and there they would beat
them and bludgeon them to death. This coat had served him well. Even when

he saw how the Nazis would go up to young Jewish boys and girls 3 and 4 years
old in the ghetto and stretch out a lollipop and when the young boy and girl
would stick out their tongue to lick the lollipop the German, with the other
hand, would take a gun and shoot him in the mouth. Still, Rev Israel Spira

did not give up hope although it made him sick to see these things. He remembered
how he saw two Nazis wager whether one of them could split a Jewish boy in half
with one blow of the axe, and the Nazi grabbed a 10 year old boy and made him
kneel and with one blow of the axe he split him in two and then collected his
bet, all the while receiving congratulations from those who stood around. This
made him throw up, but he still maintained his hope that things would get better,
that if we would pass this terrible searing heat of iniquity and evil. As he
was standing in front of the bath house in Lavav the Ukranian guards, who were
the Nazi partners in this terrible degradation and murder of Jews, ordered him
to take off his clothes. He took off his clothes except for his kittel. He
refused to take it off. They tried to ferce it off and pull it off. They beat
him and kicked him and then took it and wrapped it around his throat and choked

him until they thought he was dead. Miraculously, he survived. The kittle,




